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Human Rights Deliberations at the Human Rights Council on Yemen 

Human Rights Council Session 36 

 

Yesterday a Human Rights Council resolution for Yemen was passed without a vote under item 10. The resolution brought forward was a result of 

extensive deliberations that happened in the last few weeks as two resolutions were contested to be passed. The first resolution was brought 

forward by Netherlands, Canada, Belgium, Ireland and Luxemburg, and the second resolution was brought forward by Egypt on behalf of the Arab 

bloc. The main difference were that the Netherlands group resolution proposed an international mechanism for inquiry while the Arab bloc 

proposed extending technical support to the existing National Commission for Investigating Alleged Human Rights Violations and Abuses.  

 

The Peace Track Initiative coordinated efforts of more than 40 Yemeni NGOs to draft a joint letter to be submitted ahead of the drafting process 

of the resolutions. The joint letter proposed a number of suggestions on the formation of the International Commission. Recommendations 

included ensuring the engagement of local civil society with the international commission from the beginning including drafting the mandate, 

investigating violations from 2011, as it marks a critical moment of human rights violations. It also emphasized the importance of obtaining 

guarantees for the international commission to have access to all areas in Yemen, in addition to, recommendations to having gender balance in 

composition of the commission, ensuring accessibility to women in Yemen, protecting human rights observers and victims, and calling for 

appointing a special rapporteur for monitoring human rights in Yemen. The Netherlands group resolution had two informal session for 

consultation.  

 

During the first round of consultation, the Founder of Peace Track Initiative communicated specific recommendations based on consultations with 

Yemeni Human Rights Defenders and Lawyers. Those included clearly mentioning human rights abuses against journalists and human rights 

defenders and calling for their release, addressing issues of humanitarian diversion, ensuring women’s participation in peace processes, clear 

reference to JIAT mechanism with calls to be clear about its mandate, accountability, and linkages to reparation. During the second round of 

consultations, the Founder of Peace Track Initiative provided verbal comments during the meeting on the second draft including suggestions to 

demand releasing the detainees, witness protection, clear reference to reparation for victims and reiterating recommendations proposed in joint 

NGOs letter. Unfortunately, only three out of fifteen suggestions proposed by Yemeni NGOs representative were integrated to the final draft 

including adding journalist and human rights defenders (without calling for their release), women participation in peace processes, and JIAT 

reference without mentioning accountability and reparation. The Arab bloc resolution was not opened for consultations with NGOs 

representatives.  

 

States negotiated and finally agreed to putting forward a joint resolution based on the two resolutions proposed and adapted it without a vote. 

This paper provides an analysis of the resolutions and remarks on the gaps. It aims at providing Yemeni NGOs, HRDs, and Lawyers with a 

documentation to the process and recommendations to consider for future advocacy.   

https://peacetrack.wordpress.com/2017/08/25/calling-for-establishing-international-commission-of-investigation-in-yemen/
http://newvoicesfellows.aspeninstitute.org/Fellows/Details/0048/Rasha-Jarhum
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Final resolution adapted 
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Agenda Item 10 

Remarks  

Reference 
Documents 

Recalling Human Rights 
Council resolutions 18/19 
of 29 September 2011, 
19/29 of 23 March 2012, 
21/22 of 27 September 
2012, 24/32 of 27 
September 2013, 27/19 of 
25 September 2014, 30/18 
of 2 October 2015 and 
33/16 of 29 September 
2016,  
 

Taking note of the 
statement made by the 
President of the Security 
Council on 15 June 2017 on 
Yemen, 

Recalling Security Council 
resolutions 2014 (2011) of 21 
October 2011, 2051 (2012) of 12 
June 2012 and 2140 (2014) of 26 
February 2014,  
 

and Human Rights Council 
resolutions 18/19 of 29 
September 2011, 19/29 of 23 
March 2012, 21/22 of 27 
September 2012, 24/32 of 27 
September 2013, 27/19 of 25 
September 2014, 30/18 of 2 
October 2015 and 33/16 of 29 
September 2016,  
 

Recalling also Security Council 
resolution 2216 (2015) of 14 
April 2015, 
 

Recalling Security Council 
resolutions 2014 (2011) of 21 
October 2011, 2051 (2012) of 12 
June 2012 and 2140 (2014) of 26 
February 2014,  
 
and Human Rights Council 
resolutions 18/19 of 29 
September 2011, 19/29 of 23 
March 2012, 21/22 of 27 
September 2012, 24/32 of 27 
September 2013, 27/19 of 25 
September 2014, 30/18 of 2 
October 2015 and 33/16 of 29 
September 2016, 
 
Recalling also Security Council 
resolution 2216 (2015) of 14 April 
2015 
 
Taking note of the statement 
made by the President of the 
Security Council on 15 June 2017 
on Yemen,1 

 

Netherlands resolution referred 
to HRC resolutions and only the 
UNSC president statement, the 
Arab group resolution referred to 
both HRC and UNSC resolutions 
emphasizing 2216. Final version 
included combined reference 
documents, including UNSC 
President statement which is 
focused on UN Envoy’s efforts on 
Hodiada.  
 
 

Yemen’s 
Unity 

Reaffirming its strong 
commitment to the 
sovereignty, independence, 

Reaffirming its strong 
commitment to the sovereignty, 

Reaffirming its strong 
commitment to the sovereignty, 

- Emphasizing Yemen’s Unity 
leads to ignoring the calls of 

                                                             
 1  S/PRST/2017/7. 
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unity and territorial 
integrity of Yemen, 

independence, unity and 
territorial integrity of Yemen, 

independence, unity and 
territorial integrity of Yemen, 

Southerners on self-
determination.  
 

- Noting that additional Protocol 
I extends the definition of IAC 
to include armed conflicts in 
which peoples are fighting 
against colonial domination, 
alien occupation or racist 
regimes in the exercise of their 
right to self-determination 
(wars of national liberation). 

Cessation of 
hostilities 

Demands that all parties to 
the armed conflict respect 
their obligations and 
commitments under 
international human rights 
law and international 
humanitarian law, and in 
particular stop all 
indiscriminate attacks 
against civilians and 
civilian objects, ensure 
humanitarian access to the 
affected population 
nationwide, including by 
lifting obstacles to the 
importation of 
humanitarian goods, 
reducing bureaucratic 
delays, resuming salary 
payments for civil servants 

Calls upon all parties in Yemen 
to respect international human 
rights law, as applicable, and 
international humanitarian law, 
to stop immediately attacks on 
civilians and to facilitate 
humanitarian access to the 
affected population nationwide; 

Acknowledging that international 
human rights law and 
international humanitarian law 
are complementary and mutually 
reinforcing, and reaffirming that 
all efforts should be made to 
ensure the cessation of all 
violations and abuses of and the 
full respect for international 
human rights law and 
international humanitarian law in 
armed conflicts, 

- Text was not explicit in calling 
for cessation of hostilities and 
attacks on civilians.  

 
- There was no reference to 

specific areas in Yemen 
specially Taiz a city with 
ongoing hostilities and under 
siege. Although mentioned in 
OHCHR report and National 
Commission interim report.  

https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/UNSC_President_Support_Selfdetermination_of_South_Yemen_rsl_shb_ljnwb/
https://secure.avaaz.org/en/petition/UNSC_President_Support_Selfdetermination_of_South_Yemen_rsl_shb_ljnwb/
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and ensuring the full 
cooperation of the Central 
Bank of Yemen; 

National 
Commission 

Noting the extensive work 
carried out by the Yemen 
National Commission of 
Inquiry and the significant 
challenges that it continues 
to face in carrying out 
independent 
comprehensive 
investigations into all 
alleged violations and 
abuses of human rights and 
alleged violations of 
international humanitarian 
law in Yemen, 
 
Encourages the 
Government of Yemen to 
continue to cooperate 
with the Office of the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights and all relevant 
special procedures with a 
view to further 
strengthening the capacity 
of the National 
Commission and relevant 
Yemeni judicial 
institutions; 

Recalling its call for an 
investigation into all cases of 
violations and abuses of human 
rights, and the relevant calls 
made by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, while noting in this 
regard the release of an interim 
report by the National 
Commission of Inquiry in 
August 2017, 
 
Noting that the National 
Commission of Inquiry will 
submit its in-term results of 
investigations to the Yemeni 
public prosecution and judiciary 
to complete judicial 
proceedings for achieving 
justice and to hold those 
responsible of abuses and 
violations accountable as soon 
as possible, 
 
Acknowledges the difficulty of 
the circumstances under which 
the National Commission of 
Inquiry operates, and that the 
continuation of the armed 

Recalling the call of the 
Government of Yemen for an 
investigation into all cases of 
violations and abuses of human 
rights, and the relevant calls made 
by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 
while noting in this regard the 
release of an interim report by 
the National Commission of 
Inquiry in August 2017, 
 
Noting the extensive work carried 
out by the Yemen National 
Commission of Inquiry and the 
significant challenges that it 
continues to face in carrying out 
independent comprehensive 
investigations into all alleged 
violations and abuses of human 
rights and alleged violations of 
international humanitarian law in 
Yemen, and encouraging the 
Yemeni public prosecution and 
judiciary to complete judicial 
proceedings for achieving justice 
and to hold those responsible of 
abuses and violations 
accountable as soon as possible, 

- It is worth noting that the 
mandate of National 
Commission covers all human 
rights violations and abuses 
since 2011.  
 

- The National Commission 
amended mandate to refer 
cases to prosecution was 
noted and also noting its 
interim report.  
 

- The amendments mentioned 
in the presidential decree also 
included an article to improve 
impartiality which is that 
members should not have any 
other jobs whether in public 
or private sectors.  
 

- Accountability is not defined 
and limited to investigating all 
human rights violations and 
abuses and to prosecution 
only. The mandate does not 
include contribute to 
reparation. Original mandate 
mentions possibility of the 
National Commission to 
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conflict and the continued 
violations and abuses of 
international human rights law 
and violations of international 
humanitarian law necessitate 
the continuation of the 
Commission’s mandate, and the 
intensification of its work 
according to presidential decree 
No. 50 of 23 August 2017, and 
urges that its tasks be 
completed professionally, 
impartially and 
comprehensively; 
 
Requests the High 
Commissioner to continue to 
provide substantive technical 
assistance and advice, including 
in the areas of accountability 
and legal support, to enable the 
National Commission of Inquiry 
to complete its investigatory 
work, including to ensure that 
the Commission investigates 
allegations of violations and 
abuses committed by all parties 
to the conflict in accordance 
with international standards, 
and to submit its 
comprehensive report on 
alleged human rights violations 

 
Acknowledges the difficulty of 
the circumstances under which 
the National Commission of 
Inquiry operates, and that the 
continuation of the armed conflict 
and the continued violations and 
abuses of international human 
rights law and violations of 
international humanitarian law 
necessitate the continuation of 
the Commission’s mandate, and 
the intensification of its work 
according to presidential decree 
No. 50 of 23 August 2017, and 
urges that its tasks be completed 
professionally, impartially and 
comprehensively; 
 
Requests the High Commissioner 
to continue providing substantive 
capacity building and technical 
assistance and advice and legal 
support to enable the National 
Commission of Inquiry to 
complete its investigatory work, 
including to ensure that the 
National Commission investigates 
allegations of violations and 
abuses committed by all parties in 
Yemen and in line with 
international standards and 

contribute to national 
reconciliation.  

 
- The national commissions 

mandate was extended and 
made renewable.  

 
- Reporting as per the mandate 

and presidential decree 
recently issued is to President 
Hadi and legislation 
authorities.  

 
- National Commission interim 

report mentioned delays of 
OHCHR technical support.  

 
- International standards are 

mentioned in this text to give 
a feel that the bar was raised. 
However, adhering to 
international standards is part 
of the original mandate of the 
National Commission.   

http://aljwzanews.net/2017/08/23/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9/
http://aljwzanews.net/2017/08/23/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9/
http://aljwzanews.net/2017/08/23/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9/
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and abuses in all parts of 
Yemen, as soon as it is available, 
and encourages all parties to the 
conflict in Yemen to extend full 
and transparent access and 
cooperation with the National 
Commission of Inquiry and the 
Office of the High 
Commissioner; 

submit its comprehensive report 
on alleged human rights 
violations and abuses in all parts 
of Yemen, in accordance with the 
Presidential Decree No. (50) of 23 
August 2017, as soon as it is 
available, and encourages all 
parties to the conflict in Yemen to 
extend full and transparent access 
and cooperation with the 
National Commission of Inquiry 
and OHCHR; 

JIAT 
Joint 
Incidence 
Assessment 
Team 
(Coalition 
mechanism 
for 
investigating 
airstrikes) 

Noting also the work 
carried out by the joint 
incident assessment team 

 Noting also the work carried out 
by the joint incident assessment 
team, 

- No mention of accountability 
mechanism or reparation.  
 

- National Commission report 
also noted slow response of 
JIAT into its inquiries.  

 
- OHCHR report called JIAT for 

more transparency.  

International 
Investigation 
mechanism 

Taking note of the 
repeated 
recommendations made by 
the High Commissioner on 
the establishment of an 
independent international 
investigative mechanism 
to establish the facts and 
circumstances surrounding 
all alleged violations and 

 Taking note of the 
recommendations and conclusions 
made by the High Commissioner 
on the establishment of an 
independent international 
investigative mechanism to 
establish the facts and 
circumstances surrounding all 
alleged violations and abuses of 

- The mechanism name was 
changed from international 
inquiry to group of eminent 
experts, but without big 
changes to the mandate.  
 

- Netherlands resolution was 
placed under item 2, while 
Egypt/Arab bloc resolution 
was under item 10. The final 
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abuses of human rights 
and violations of 
international humanitarian 
law, 
 
Decides to establish an 
international commission 
of inquiry, composed of 
three members, for a 
period of one year, 
renewable as authorized by 
the Human Rights Council, 
with the following 
mandate;  
 
(a) To monitor and report 
on the situation of human 
rights, and to carry out 
comprehensive 
investigations into all 
alleged violations and 
abuses of human rights and 
violations of international 
humanitarian law by all 
parties to the conflict in 
Yemen since September 
2014, including possible 
gendered dimensions of 
such violations, and to 
document the facts and 
circumstances surrounding 
alleged violations and 

human rights and violations of 
international humanitarian law,  
 
and also takes note of the 
statement and comments made 
by the Government of Yemen on 
the report, 
 
Requests the High Commissioner 
to establish a Group of Eminent 
International and Regional 
Experts with knowledge on human 
rights law and the context of 
Yemen for a period of at least one 
year, renewable as authorized, 
with the following mandate:  
 
(a) Monitor and report on the 
situation on Human Rights and 
carry out a comprehensive 
examination of all alleged 
violations and abuses of 
international human rights and 
other appropriate and applicable 
fields of international law 
committed by all parties to the 
conflict since September 2014, 
including possible gender 
dimensions of such violations, and 
to establish the facts and 
circumstances surrounding the 
alleged violations and abuses and, 

resolution was put under 
item 10.  Proposing 
Netherlands resolution under 
item 2 was a way of political 
compromise to deal with 
Yemen outside of items 4 
which takes note that the 
human rights situation in a 
given country is serious and to 
propose measures aimed at 
redressing that situation, and 
item 10 which is about 
technical support to a country 
on human rights. 

 
- Selection of  experts by High 

Commissioner without 
reference to consultation 
with State, NGOs, and 
OHCHR.  

 
- Criteria for selecting experts 

did not mention knowledge 
on International 
Humanitarian Law, although 
mandate includes this 
specifically. It also wasn’t 
explicit about having gender 
and women’s rights expertise. 
Also it didn’t include 
independence and 
impartiality. It also was not 
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abuses and, where 
possible, to identify those 
responsible with a view to 
ensuring that perpetrators 
of violations and abuses, 
including those that may 
constitute war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, 
are held accountable;  
 
(b) To make general 
recommendations on 
improving the respect for 
and protection and 
fulfilment of human rights, 
and to provide guidance 
on transitional justice, 
accountability, 
reconciliation and healing, 
as appropriate;  
 
(c) To engage with Yemeni 
authorities and all 
stakeholders, in particular 
United Nations agencies, 
the field presence of the 
Office of the High 
Commissioner in Yemen, 
authorities of the Gulf 
States, and the League of 
Arab States with a view to 
exchanging information 

where possible, to identify those 
responsible. 
 
(b) To make general 
recommendations on improving 
the respect for and protection and 
fulfilment of human rights, and to 
provide guidance on  access to 
justice, accountability, 
reconciliation and healing, as 
appropriate; 
 
(c) To engage with Yemeni 
authorities and all stakeholders, in 
particular relevant United Nations 
agencies, the field presence of the 
Office of the High Commissioner in 
Yemen, authorities of the Gulf 
States, and the League of Arab 
States with a view to exchanging 
information and providing support 
for national, regional and 
international efforts to promote 
accountability for human rights 
violations and abuses in Yemen; 
 
Encourages all parties to the 
armed conflict in Yemen to extend 
full and transparent access and 
cooperation to the Group of 
Eminent International and 
Regional Experts; 

clear about having gender 
balance in composition of the 
group, as proposed by Yemeni 
NGOs Joint letter.  

 
- It was not clear where those 

experts will be based and no 
reference to their 
deployment. There was also 
no reference whether they will 
be supported by a secretariat.  

 
- There was no reference about 

information disclosure by 
experts selected.  

 
- Reference was made only to 

international humanitarian 
law, and no mention to 
international human rights 
law. Yemeni civil society 
organisations joint letter 
proposed both international 
laws to be considered. No 
mention to international 
criminal law.  
 

- No mention of how the 
assessment of such facts in 
the light of the applicable 
body(ies) of law will be; 

 

https://peacetrack.wordpress.com/2017/08/25/calling-for-establishing-international-commission-of-investigation-in-yemen/
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and providing support for 
national, regional and 
international efforts to 
promote accountability for 
human rights violations and 
abuses in Yemen; 
 
Encourages all parties to 
the armed conflict in 
Yemen to extend full and 
transparent access and 
cooperation to the 
international commission 
of inquiry; 
 
Requests the immediate 
operationalization of the 
mandate and the 
appointment of the 
international commission 
of inquiry by the President 
of the Human Rights 
Council as soon as possible 
and no later than by the 
end of 2017; 
 
Decides to transmit the 
report of the commission 
of inquiry and the update 
thereto to the General 
Assembly, and 
recommends that the 

 
Requests the immediate 
operationalization of the mandate 
and further requests the High 
Commissioner to appoint without 
delay the   Group of Eminent 
International and Regional Experts 
and by no later than by the end of 
2017; 
 
Requests the Group of Eminent 
International and Regional Experts 
to present a comprehensive 
written report to the High 
Commissioner by the time of the 
thirty-ninth session of the Human 
Rights Council to be followed by 
an interactive dialogue; 
 

- Mandate includes 
investigations of human rights 
violations and abuses since 
2014, not in line with 
mandate of the National 
Commission that starts in 
2011. Additionally, this 
recommendation to start 
mandate from 2011 was 
submitted by Yemeni Civil 
Society Organisations in joint 
letter and orally 
communicated during second 
informal meeting, but it was 
disregarded.  

 
- No mention whether 

perpetrators names will be 
made public or not and 
justification for either option.  

 
- Reference to transitional 

justice was removed. No 
mention to reparation for 
victims.  

 
- Accountability was not clearly 

defined.  
 

- No mention of protection for 
victims, witnesses, and 
human rights observers. 

https://peacetrack.wordpress.com/2017/08/25/calling-for-establishing-international-commission-of-investigation-in-yemen/
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Assembly transmit the 
reports to all relevant 
bodies of the United 
Nations; 

Those recommendations were 
put forward by civil society 
organisations in joint letter 
and orally during second 
informal meeting.  

 
- No mention of what would be 

the relation between the 
Group of Eminent Experts and 
the National Commission. 
Noting that the mandate of 
the National Commission 
allows the commission to have 
international experts.  

 

Respect to 
Human 
Rights 
Obligations 

Demands that all parties to 
the armed conflict respect 
their obligations and 
commitments under 
international human rights 
law and international 
humanitarian law, and in 
particular stop all 
indiscriminate attacks 
against civilians and civilian 
objects, ensure 
humanitarian access to the 
affected population 
nationwide, including by 
lifting obstacles to the 
importation of 
humanitarian goods, 

Emphasizes the commitments 
and obligations of the 
Government of Yemen to ensure 
respect for the promotion and 
protection of the human rights 
of all individuals within its 
territory and subject to its 
jurisdiction, and in that 
connection recalls that Yemen is 
a party to the International 
Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against 
Women, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political 

Condemns the ongoing violations 
and abuses of human rights and 
violations of international 
humanitarian law in Yemen, 
including those involving the 
widespread recruitment and use 
of children by parties to the armed 
conflict, arbitrary arrests and 
detention, denial of humanitarian 
access and attacks on civilians and 
civilian objects, including medical 
facilities and missions and its 
personnel, as well as schools, and 
emphasizes the importance of 
accountability; 
 

- Text was not clear in calling 
for respect of international 
human rights and 
humanitarian law by  non-
state/de facto groups who are 
controlling state’s territory. 
Using the term “all parties” 
implies but not clear as calling 
State and Non-State Actors.  

 

https://peacetrack.wordpress.com/2017/08/25/calling-for-establishing-international-commission-of-investigation-in-yemen/
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reducing bureaucratic 
delays, resuming salary 
payments for civil servants 
and ensuring the full 
cooperation of the Central 
Bank of Yemen; 

Rights, the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, the 
Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the 
Optional Protocols thereto on 
the involvement of children in 
armed conflict and on the sale 
of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography thereto, 
the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities and the 
Convention relating to the 
Status of Refugees and the 
Protocol thereto, and looks 
forward to the Government 
continuing its efforts to promote 
and protect human rights; 

Calls upon all parties to the 
armed conflict to respect their 
obligations and commitments 
under applicable international 
human rights law and 
international humanitarian law, 
and in particular attacks against 
civilians and civilian objects, 
ensure humanitarian access to the 
affected population nationwide, 
including by lifting obstacles to the 
importation of humanitarian 
goods, reducing bureaucratic 
delays, resuming salary payments 
for civil servants and ensuring the 
full cooperation of the Central 
Bank of Yemen; 
 
Emphasizes the commitments and 
obligations of the Government of 
Yemen to ensure respect for the 
promotion and protection of the 
human rights of all individuals 
within its territory and subject to 
its jurisdiction, and in that 
connection recalls that Yemen is a 
party to the International 
Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 
the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, the International 
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Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights, the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment, the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the 
Optional Protocols thereto on the 
involvement of children in armed 
conflict and on the sale of 
children, child prostitution and 
child pornography thereto, the 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities and the 
Convention relating to the Status 
of Refugees and the Protocol 
thereto, and looks forward to the 
Government continuing its efforts 
to promote and protect human 
rights; 

Political 
process 
 
Women 
participation  

Calls upon all parties to the 
armed conflict in Yemen to 
engage in the political 
process in an inclusive, 
peaceful and democratic 
way, ensuring the equal 
and meaningful 
participation and full 
involvement of women in 
the peace process; 

Calls upon all parties in Yemen 
to implement fully Security 
Council resolution 2216 (2015), 
which will contribute to an 
improvement in the situation of 
human rights, and encourages 
all parties to reach a 
comprehensive agreement to 
end the conflict; 
 

Welcoming the commitment of 
Yemeni political parties to 
complete the political transition 
process on the basis of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council initiative 
and its implementation 
mechanism, and emphasizing the 
need for the implementation of 
the recommendations made in 
the outcome document of the 
National Dialogue Conference, 
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Welcoming the commitment of 
Yemeni political parties to 
completing the political 
transition process on the basis 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
initiative and its 
implementation mechanism, 
and emphasizing the need for 
the implementation of the 
recommendations made in the 
outcome document of the 
National Dialogue Conference, 
and to complete the drafting of 
a new Constitution, 

and to complete the drafting of a 
new Constitution, 

 

Calls upon all parties in Yemen to 
implement fully Security Council 
resolution 2216 (2015), which will 
contribute to an improvement in 
the situation of human rights, and 
encourages all parties to reach a 
comprehensive agreement to end 
the conflict; 

 

Calls upon all parties in Yemen to 
engage in the political process in 
an inclusive, peaceful and 
democratic way, ensuring the 
equal and meaningful 
participation and full 
involvement of women in the 
peace process; 

 

Peace 
negotiations  

Reiterating its strong 
support for the efforts of 
the Secretary-General and 
his Special Envoy for 
Yemen to achieve the 
urgent resumption of 
peace negotiations, and 
recalling the need for all 
parties to the conflict to 

Welcoming also the positive 
engagement of the Government 
of Yemen in the peace talks, its 
handling of the proposals made 
by the Special Envoy of the 
Secretary-General for Yemen, 
and encouraging it to continue 
its efforts to achieve peace and 
stability in Yemen, 

Welcoming also the positive 
engagement of the Yemeni 
Government in the peace talks, its 
handling of the proposals made 
by the UN Secretary General’s 
envoy Mr Ould Cheikh, and 
encouraging it to continue its 
efforts to achieve peace and 
stability in Yemen,  
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react in a flexible and 
constructive manner and 
without preconditions to 
these efforts, and to fully 
and immediately 
implement all provisions of 
relevant Security Council 
resolutions, 

Reiterating its strong support for 
the efforts of the Secretary-
General and his Special Envoy for 
Yemen to achieve the urgent 
resumption of peace 
negotiations, and recalling the 
need for all parties to the conflict 
to react in a flexible and 
constructive manner and 
without preconditions to these 
efforts, and to fully and 
immediately implement all 
provisions of relevant Security 
Council resolutions, 

Child 
Recruitment  

Demands that all parties to 
the armed conflict end the 
recruitment and use of 
children and release those 
who have already been 
recruited, and calls upon all 
parties to cooperate with 
the United Nations for 
their reintegration into 
their communities, taking 
into consideration the 
relevant recommendations 
made by the Secretary-
General in his report on 
children and armed 
conflict; 

 Demands that all parties to the 
armed conflict end the 
recruitment and use of children 
and release those who have 
already been recruited, and calls 
upon all parties to cooperate with 
the United Nations for their 
reintegration into their 
communities, taking into 
consideration the relevant 
recommendations made by the 
Secretary-General in his report on 
children and armed conflict; 

- Child recruitment was not 
addressed formally in the 
peace talks although there are 
calls as per UNSC 2216 to end 
child recruitment.  
 

- Programmes for disarmament, 
reintegration, and 
demobilisation of child 
combatants were suspended 
in UN Humanitarian Response 
plan of 2016. Humanitarian 
Response plan for 2017, didn’t 
mention child recruitment as a 
problem and didn’t address it.  

Baha’i rights Calls upon all parties to 
immediately release all 

 Calls upon all parties to 
immediately release all Baha’i 

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2016_hrp_yemen_20160217_0.pdf
http://ye.one.un.org/content/dam/unct/yemen/docs/unct-ye-HRP-Doc-2017-EN.pdf
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Baha’i detained in Yemen 
due to their religious belief, 
to cease the issuance of 
arrest warrants against 
them and to cease the 
harassment to which they 
are subjected; 

detained in Yemen due to their 
religious belief, to cease the 
issuance of arrest warrants against 
them and to cease the harassment 
to which they are subjected; 

Detainees 
Rights 

Gravely concerned by the 
allegations of violations of 
international humanitarian 
law and of violations and 
abuses of human rights law 
in Yemen, including those 
involving grave violations 
against children, attacks on 
humanitarian workers, 
civilians and civilian 
infrastructure, including 
medical facilities and 
missions and its personnel, 
as well as schools, the 
prevention of access for 
humanitarian aid, the use 
of import and other 
restrictions, and forced 
displacement as a tactic in 
the conflict in violation of 
international humanitarian 
law, the continuous denial 
of the right to freedom of 
religion or belief, including 
for minorities, such as 

Condemns the ongoing 
violations and abuses of human 
rights and violations of 
international humanitarian law, 
including the continued 
arbitrary detentions and 
enforced disappearances of 
political activists in Yemen; 

Concerned by the allegations of 
violations of international 
humanitarian law and of violations 
and abuses of human rights law in 
Yemen, including those involving 
grave violations against children, 
attacks on humanitarian workers, 
civilians and civilian infrastructure, 
including medical facilities and 
missions and its personnel, as well 
as schools, the prevention of 
access for humanitarian aid, the 
use of import and other 
restrictions as a military tactic, the 
severe restrictions on freedom of 
religion or belief, including for 
minorities, such as members of 
the Baha’i faith, and harassment 
of and attacks against journalists 
and human rights defenders, 
including women human rights 
defenders. 

- Although noting detention of 
journalists and human rights 
defenders, the resolution did 
not explicitly call for release 
of detainees, although it was 
communicated orally in the 
second informal consultations 
by Yemeni NGOs 
representative.  
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members of the Baha’i 
faith, and harassment of 
and attacks against 
journalists and human 
rights defenders, including 
women’s human rights 
defenders. 

Ending 
impunity 

and emphasizes that those 
responsible for violations 
and abuses of human rights 
and violations of 
international humanitarian 
law must be held 
accountable; 
 
Urges all parties to the 
armed conflict to take all 
the measures necessary to 
ensure effective, impartial 
and independent 
investigations into all 
alleged violations and 
abuses of human rights and 
alleged violations of 
international humanitarian 
law, in accordance with 
international standards, 
with a view to ending 
impunity; 

 Urges all parties to the armed 
conflict to take all the measures 
necessary to ensure effective, 
impartial and independent 
investigations into all alleged 
violations and abuses of human 
rights and alleged violations of 
international humanitarian law, in 
accordance with international 
standards, with a view to ending 
impunity; 

- The term “all parties” is not 
clear. Does it talk about 
Yemen State, Non-state actors 
in Yemen, or States members 
of the coalition??? Would the 
international community 
accepts if non-state actors 
(armed groups/de facto 
authorities) form investigation 
mechanism and start to 
prosecute people accordingly? 
This resolution give legitimacy 
for non-state actors to do so.  

International 
pledges 

 Invites all bodies of the United 
Nations system, including the 
Office of the High 

Expresses deep concern at the 
deteriorating humanitarian 
situation in Yemen, and expresses 

- Reminder of the humanitarian 
pledges put forward by Arab 
bloc resolution, which the 
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Commissioner, and Member 
States to assist the transitional 
process in Yemen, including by 
supporting the mobilization of 
resources to tackle the 
consequences of the violence 
and the economic and social 
challenges faced by Yemen, in 
coordination with the 
international donor community 
and according to the priorities 
set by the Yemeni authorities; 
 
Expresses deep concern at the 
deteriorating humanitarian 
situation in Yemen, and 
expresses its appreciation to 
donor States and organizations 
working on improving that 
situation, and their pledges to 
provide financial support for the 
Yemen humanitarian response 
plan for 2017; 

its appreciation to donor States 
and organizations working on 
improving that situation, and 
their pledges to provide financial 
support for the Yemen 
humanitarian response plan for 
2017; 
 
Invites all bodies of the United 
Nations system, including the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 
and Member States to assist the 
transitional process in Yemen, 
including by supporting the 
mobilization of resources to tackle 
the consequences of the violence 
and the economic and social 
challenges faced by Yemen, in 
coordination with the 
international donor community 
and according to the priorities set 
by the Yemeni authorities; 

Netherlands, Canada, Belgium, 
Ireland, and Luxemburg (Core 
group to put forward the HRC 
resolution), haven’t 
committed to their announced 
pledges.  

 

https://fts.unocha.org/countries/248/donors/2017?order=total_funding&sort=desc

